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Abrines, Lorenzo Frau. – DICCIONARIO ENCICLOPEDICO DE LA
MASONERIA… [Edited by] Luis Almeida. Barcelona: Libreria Sintes, no
date [c.1945, 1st ed was 1891], two volumes complete, large heavy quarto, red
morocco-backed red cloth boards, extra gilt, raised bands, embossed covers,
decorative ep’s, 1599pp, 16 color plates and 14 b & w illustrations, in excellent
state of preservation, two small bumps to one corner and foredege of volume
two creating a very slight “wave” to some corresponding pages else very fine,
gilt bright, binding very strong, hinges firm. A monumental reference covering
every imaginable aspect of masonry including nearly every known masonic

rite, ritual and the major and minor figures. There was a reprint in 1985
(reprinted again in 1988) that claims “corrigenda” but after examining both
editions it is clear the corrections were almost non-existent and the term was
used to puff the reprint. This is the 1945 edition which combined the three
volumes of the 1891 first edition into two very large volumes. A handsome
copy of the definitive masonic reference in Spanish. $960.00.

----AMBIX: The Journal of the Society for the History of Alchemy and Early
Chemistry. [London: Ambix & Black Bear Press], 127 issues in stiff-sewn card
covers, about 90pp each, plus plates, volumes 1- 48, 1937-2001, lacking 29

issues, fine to mint condition, unused. In early 2000 Ambix stopped reprinting
the back numbers and they are all now out of print thanks to a publishing
merger, though PDF’s are available for most by subscription. Nearly all issues
here are the original printings, with sewn signatures and plates on glazed paper,
only 18 issues in facsilime reprint. There are about 600 in-depth often
exhaustive articles, about half of which are devoted exclusively to alchemy.
Some are almost book length, including landmark papers and translations such
as C. H. Josten’s A Translation of John Dee’s Monas Hieroglyphica (with
introduction and notes, the definitive translation). Additionally there are over
800 book reviews (indexed by author, subject and reviewer) that comprise an
extremely important record of 20th century Hermetic scholarship. Ambix
continues to be the leading scholarly research periodical for the study of
alchemy. The excellent index volumes here make this very useful indeed.
There are no comparable sets for sale online. $3200.00
BRITISH MUSEUM GENERAL CATALOGUE OF PRINTED BOOKS TO
1955. New York: Readex Corporation 1967, 27 volumes, sold with: British
Library General Catalogue of Printed Books: Ten-year Supplement 1956-1965,
New York: Readex Corporation, 1969, five volumes plus the three volume 196670 supplement, heavy quarto, compact [“microprint”] edition, original blue cloth
with gilt lettered spines, 35 volumes together, complete as published, fine
condition. This miniprint edition takes the original large quarto volumes and
reduces them ten to a page, necessitating the use of a magnifying glass or strong
spectacles, (much as the OED miniprint edition was produced). The five largest
libraries in the world, in order are: British Library, Library of Congress, Library
of Canada, NY Public Library, Russian State Library, and the Bibliotheque
Nationale. Few comparable copies online at this date (2017). $500.00
Caillet, Albert L. - MANUEL BIBLIOGRAPHIQUE DES SCIENCES
PSYCHIQUES OU OCCULTES: Sciences des Mages, Hermetique,
Astrologie, Kabbale, Franc-Maconnerie, Medecine Ancienne, Mesmerisme,
Sorcellerie, Singularites, Aberrations de Tout Ordre, Curiosities, Sources
Bibliographiques et Documentaires Sur Ces Sujects, etc. NY: Martino 1997
(reprint of the Dorbon 1912 ed), stout cloth, three volumes, 67+531+
533+767pp, sewn signatures, fine copy. One of 100 copies printed. The largest
and most fundamental bibliography of the occult. 11,648 books thoroughly
described with many informative annotations, mostly English, French and
Italian works. Includes a detailed introductory exposition of 67 pages. This
reprint is especially worthwhile as the first edition was printed on inferior
acidic paper and therefore almost always found browning. It is also almost half

the price of the De Graff reprint which we previously had to import from
Holland. Martino did a few later reprints that were glued. $175.00.
---

Carmichael, Alexander. - CARMINA GADELICA. Hymns and Incantations.
With Illustrative Notes on Words, Rites, and Customs, Dying and Obsolete:

Orally Collected in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland and Translated into
English. Edinburgh: Scottish Academic Press 1970 2nd ed, (reprinting the
1928-40 ed, 1st ed was in 1900 in two volumes), six volumes, handsome
polished red cloth, dust jackets, illustrated with hundreds of wood-cut
illustrations in the text, fine condition throughout, a beautiful production. The
definitive edition, never surpassed, a fine facsimile reprint. The publisher took
the rare initiative to reproduce every production value of the original edition,
nearly identical to the 1928 edition in paper and binding, and nothing
compared to the Floris reprint of 2006. In the introduction Carmichael relates
how he spent 44 years collecting “the old lore, written down from the recital of
men and women throughout the Highlands and Islands of Scotland”. It is a
compendium of prayers, hymns, charms, incantations, blessings, literaryfolkloric poems and songs, proverbs, lexical items, historical anecdotes, natural
history observations, and miscellaneous lore gathered in the Gaelic-speaking
regions of Scotland between 1860 and 1909. This monument forms part of the
backbone of Scottish Gaelic folklore studies, especially faiery lore, and is
unique in scope. My catalogue 72 was exclusively illustrated with illustrations
from this work. $350.00

HERMETIC JOURNAL. Edited by Adam Mclean. Edinburgh & Oxford 19781989. An almost complete set from issue No.1, 1978, to the 1989 annual, a
mixed run in different bindings, issues 1-2, and 19-26 in McLean’s paperback
reprints (c.1988 and containing all the ads), issues 7-8, 12, 13, 16, 17, 20, 2942 are all original issues bound together in three cloth volumes (by McLean?)
including covers and ads, issues 3-6, 9, 14, 15, 18, 27, 28 are present in the
original stapled wrappers as first issued, and the “1989” issue is in paperback
(as first issued), thus a complete run save for No’s 10-11. After issue 42 it
became a yearly volume, averaging about 170pp. Each individual issue
averages 44pp. There were three further yearly annuals with the last published
in 1992. The entire run can be had from Adam on a CD-ROM for $32.00 but I
rather like this assemblage, you get some original issues, some of his
paperback reprints, and three cloth volumes bound c.1980s. The lettering is a
little loose and falling away on one cloth volume and foredges of two
paperbacks are soiled else fine condition throughout. $1800.00

Hoffmann, S.F.W. - BIBLIOGRAPHISCHES LEXICON DER
GESAMMTEN LITERATUR DER GRIECHEN. Martino 1997 [1838-1845],
three volumes, publ’s stout green cloth with red title labels, 614+649+664pp,
sewn. A monumental bibliography, especially useful for those collecting or
studying classical books of the 17th & 18th centuries. For this period it is
nearly unsurpassed in comprehensiveness and detail. For each author Hoffman
describes major and minor editions in Greek, then Latin editions, then
translations, then commentaries (including those up to the mid-19th century).
He provides complete title, sub-title, publisher, date, and on some the basic
collation. There are hundreds and hundreds of authors treated, including early
church fathers. An exhaustive detailed work in double columns. Only 100
copies of this reprint issued. $185.00
---

Journal of the Warburg and Courtauld Institutes. Volumes 1-66 (1937-2003)
but missing vols. 3:1-2, 4:1-2, 12, 14:3-4, 15, 16:1-2, 17:3-4, 18:3-4-22:1-2,
23:3-4, 24:3-4, 25:3-4, 29-30, 41, and 43-57. Original wrappers. $3000.00

*The first two volumes were published as The Journal of the Warburg
Institute. 51 issues in all, plus prospectus, filling four feet of shelf space, from
the library of R.B. Kitaj (1932-2007), as usual without his signature, but with
the Serendipity consignment code of the Kitaj estate (‘Lem’, for Kitaj’s eldest
son Lem Dobbs) in every issue, and a gallery announcement addressed to Kitaj
inserted into the first volume, along with a (rather foxed) copy of a 28-page
offprint by Martin Roman Deppner, from Aby Warburg: Akten des
internationalen Symposions, Hamburg 1990 (1991), entitled ‘Bilder als
Kommentare: R.B.Kitaj und Aby Warburg’. Martin notes (p.239) that ‘Das
Journal of the Warburg and Courtauld Institutes wurde Anregungspotential
und Inspirationsquelle für zählreiche Arbeiten’. Kitaj was one of the most
intellectual artists of his time and a great admirer of all things Warburgian
since his Oxford days with Edgar Wind.
According to his biographer Marco Livingstone, Kitaj ‘came across the
Journals of the Warburg and Courtauld Institutes in the Ashmolean Library,
journals which he began to collect for his own use as source material. For Kitaj
this newly discovered material, with its fascinating juxtapositions and its
persuasive thesis on the capacity of images to give form to ideas, provided both
an extension of, and complement to, his devotion to Surrealism’ — Kitaj
(Phaidon, 2010), p.15. Edward Chaney adds from the artist’s as yet
unpublished autobiographical Confessions that ‘Wind led me to his master,
Warburg, who died semi-mad in 1929 and Warburg led me to his legacy and to
his legatees — Panofsky, Saxl, Bing, Wittkower, Otto Pacht, the younger
Gombrich and all the rest … My greatest scoop [in the Oxford bookshops of
the late 1950s] was a full set of Warburg Journals from their London inception
(1937) to date. These journals describe a stunning face of the Jewish Diaspora
in one of its grandest moments, an amidah (standing up to) Hitlerism. The
amazing "visuals", plates I mean culled from Warburgian libraries of
fantastical imagery, sparked the always latent Surrealist-Dadaist in me and
always will. My Warburgers command pride of place in my innermost 21st
sanctum — My Jewish library-room at home in Los Angeles Judios [sic]’ —
emaj 7:1 (November 2013), pp. 7 & 18. Did this ‘full set’ (as of 1958) ever
exist, or was it a rhetorical invention? Perhaps some volumes have gone astray
over the years. (I have removed none). Certainly all of the Warburg articles
that directly inspired paintings by Kitaj are present here, notably Frances Yates
on ‘The Art of Ramon Lull’, Rudolf Wittkower’s ‘Marvels of the East’ and
Gerta Calmann’s ‘The Picture of Nobody’.
As the artist wrote of his ‘Specimen Wanderings of a Democrat’ in the
catalogue of his Tate Gallery retrospective, ‘One of the joys of the Warburg
Journal in my youth was tumbling into vast and inaccessible countries of art
and ideas about art as an explorer might do’ — R. B. Kitaj, a Retrospective

(Tate Gallery, 1994), p.215. Without dozens of physical (not digitized)
volumes to consult (or tumble into) in the original, the influence of on Kitaj’s
art of The Journal of the Warburg and Courtauld Institutes might well have
been negligible. The run offered here contains sufficient reading and viewing
for an entire year of rainy afternoons, with articles by all the Warburg
worthies, Erwin Panofsky (3 contributions), Frances A. Yates (8), Anthony
Blunt (6), Edgar Wind (5), William Heckscher (2), Francis Wormald (3), Jean
Seznec (4), Gertrud Bing (3), Rudolf Wittkower (9), E. H. Gombrich (7) , Fritz
Saxl (3), Ernst Kantorowicz (2) and D.J. Gordon (3), and among the later
generation, Anthony Grafton (3).
-----

MacPhail, Ian, editor. – ALCHEMY AND THE OCCULT. [four volumes] A
Catalogue of Books and Manuscripts from the Collection of Paul and Mary
Mellon Given to Yale University Library. Compiled by Ian MacPhail, with
Essays by R. P. Multhauf and Aniela Jaffe and Additional Notes by William
McGuire. New Haven: Yale University Library 1968 & 1977, four volumes,

large heavy quarto, two-piece gray & blue cloth binding with gilt lettered
leather spine labels, in cloth slipcase, 309 titles described, including rare and
first editions of of alchemical and magical texts, like Roger Bacon’s Le Miroir
d’alquimie; John Dee’s Monas Hieroglyphica; George Ripley’s The
Compound of Alchymy; Salomon Trissmoisin’s Aureum Vellus; Robert
Fludd’s Utriusque Cosmi and Maier’s Atalanta. One spine label lifting slightly,
another slightly worn else mostly fine copy, one of 500 sets handsomely
printed by the Spiral Press of New York. Accompanying each title is a full
page plate in B & W. Jaffe’s essay is on the influence of alchemy on the work
of Jung, and McGuire (the longtime editor of the Bollingen series, for which
the Mellon’s were the financial and visionary co-founders of) explains Jung’s
references to these books in his Collected Works. These volumes were
separately edited by Laurence C. Witten II who was a legendary rare book
dealer in Connecticut. In the last two volumes Witten tells the story of how
Mellon obtained this collection, probably the largest such collection in the
United States. We learn that when Denis Duveen sold his entire library to the
University of Wisconsin, he did not sell his manuscripts, which were later were
sold to Mellon after being bought by the bookseller William Gannon. These
four volumes are the scholarly crown-jewels in the kingdom of hermetic
bibliography. Paul Mellon did some great things for books after he was
inspired to collect alchemy via analysis with Jung and visiting Jung’s library of
alchemical books in Switzerland. Most of the books and manuscripts described
here are cited in Jung’s Collected Works and hence these are a fantastic
reference to have next to those 20 odd volumes. $1100.00
--Largest & Heaviest Book Ever Printed

THE NATIONAL UNION CATALOG, PRE-1956 IMPRINTS. A Cumulative
Author List Representing Library of Congress Printed Cards and Titles
Reported by Other American Libraries. Compiled and Edited with the
Cooperation of the Library of Congress and the National Union Catalog
Subcommittee of the Resources Committee of the Resources and Technical
Services Division, American Library Association. London: Mansell 19681981, first and only edition, 754 heavy folio volumes, complete with
supplements, publ’s stout green cloth with gilt lettered spines, in remarkably
fine condition, no library markings or defects, pages and text block clean and
bright. $10,000. As of January 2017 the price is reduced to $6000 plus
transport. Complete details and photos here:
https://knowledge396.wordpress.com/largest-book-in-the-world-the-nuc/
--Saxl, Fritz & Hans Meier. - CATALOGUE OF ASTROLOGICAL AND
MYTHOLOGICAL ILLUMINATED MANUSCRIPTS OF THE LATIN
MIDDLE AGES. Volume III Parts I & II: MANUSCRIPTS IN ENGLISH
LIBRARIES. London: Warburg 1953, two volumes, publ’s polished blue gilt
cloth, LXXV+446pp, Pt.II: 65+XCIIpp (plates). Sold with Patrick McGurk. ASTROLOGICAL MANUSCRIPTS IN ITALIAN LIBRARIES OTHER
THAN ROME. Warburg 1966, bound as the above, XXX+111+XIIpp (plates),
one corner of binding bumped else very fine condition. The last volume
constitutes Part IV of the series. Plates are on chalk paper. In the general
editor’s introduction to part one, Harry Bober apologizes for a catalog of
English-language materials paradoxically written in German, (despite the
English language title), but explains that Saxl died unexpectedly in 1948 and
Meier was killed in a London bombing raid. These three volumes are the only
ones the Warburg published, the others were published by the Heidelberger
Academy in 1915 & 1917. $420.00
Singer, Dorothea Waley. - CATALOGUE OF LATIN AND VERNACULAR
ALCHEMICAL MANUSCRIPTS IN GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND
DATING FROM BEFORE THE 16TH CENTURY. Brussels: Lamertin 1928 1st
ed, three volumes, heavy 8vo, recent (and well done) white buckram with gilt
lettering on spines and front covers, XXIII+1179pp, (continuous pagination),
sewn signatures, fine condition with original wrappers mounted on front
pastedowns. Very rare, never reprinted and the only copy I’ve seen for sale in
35 years, (and I bought this 30 years ago). $900.00

Smith, William, editor. - A DICTIONARY OF GREEK AND ROMAN
GEOGRAPHY. London: Murray 1873 two volumes, very thick 8vo,
1,108+1,383pp plus catalogue, strongly rebacked and stained to the original
black color. [plus] DICTIONARY OF GREEK AND ROMAN BIOGRAPHY
AND MYTHOLOGY. London: Murray 1850 three volumes 1,093+1,219+
1,406pp, rebacked and stained black. [plus] DICTIONARY OF CHRISTIAN
BIOGRAPHY. London: Murray 1870 four volumes, thick 8vo, about 4,000pp,
original cloth, two joints torn but sewing and binding o/w solid. This work
covers mainly the first three centuries. [plus]: DICTIONARY OF GREEK
AND ROMAN ANTIQUITIES. London: Taylor & Walton 1842, 1,121pp,
original cloth gilt decorated, rear joint frayed but a firm very good copy. 10
thick octavo volumes (about two and a half feet on the shelf) from this master
compiler. Besides his ‘Dictionary of the Bible’, his other works are mainly
abridgments of these foundational works. For the average student the detail
here will overwhelm. Even for seasoned bibliophiles the profundity of
information is awe inspiring. Some of these titles are getting scarce, especially
in good condition as their size nearly mandated the quick deterioration of the
bindings. $1375.00
Weil, Ernst) CATALOGUE OF BOOKS, MANUSCRIPTS, PHOTOGRAPHS
AND SCIENTIFIC INSTRUMENTS FULLY DESCRIBED AND OFFERED
FOR SALE BY ERNST WEIL, 1943-1965: Original Thirty-three Catalogues
Bound in Two Volumes. Vol. 1: Catalogues 1-21. Vol 2: Catalogues 22-33.
Full Author-Title Index compiled by Stephen Pober. Martino 1995, reprint
“limited to 300 sets”, thick heavy octavo, publ’s gilt lettered cloth, approx.
1260+900pp, sewn signatures, numerous B&W illustrations, a 237pp authortitle index, and biographical memoir by Hanna Weil. Completely indexed, this
republication of Weil’s bookseller catalogues will be of great use for the
serious collector of old books, certainly for the collector researching
Hermeticism since Weil was a pioneering presenter of Hermetic books long
before they became fashionable. He published Dennis Duveen’s library
catalogue. Here are books on old medicine, science, philosophy, gardening,
astrology, photography, magic, comets, herbology, dowsing, sexology,
cosmology, demonology, etc & etc. Very stoutly bound and well printed on
alkaline paper. Mint copy. $195.00
Wellcome Library) A CATALOGUE OF PRINTED BOOKS IN THE
WELLCOME HISTORICAL MEDICAL LIBRARY. Foreword by Sir Henry
Hallett Dale. Martino & the Wellcome Library 1962-2006. Five volumes:
Volume 1: Books Printed Before 1641 [Authors A-Z], Volume 2 Books Printed
From 1641-1850 Authors A-E, Volume 3: Authors F-L, Volume 4: Authors MR, Volume 5: Authors S-Z, complete, quarto, publ’s blue cloth,
407+540+565+603+549pp, volumes 1 & 2 are Martino reprint, others by

Wellcome. The library catalogue of the largest medical library in the world, a
colossal reference with elaborate annotations. The Wellcome Library’s goal is
to have a copy of every medical book ever published, from every tradition:
Shamanistic, allopathic, homeopathic, Hermetic, Vedic, Tibetan, Chinese,
Islamic, quackery, herbalism, folklore, etc & etc. The set looks almost uniform
as the Martino bindings copy quite nicely the Wellcome bindings, all have sewn
signatures, and Martino copied the annotated copies of Wellcome’s file copies
with all their marginal notes and corrections. Wellcome still has vols 3-5 at
about 145.00 GPB. But why buy this print edition when it is online now for
free? And especially why buy volume five after you read the excoriating review
by Roger Gaskell in The Book Collector (2007, a copy of which is included
here)? Maybe because like me you are sick of staring at a little white box all
day. $350.00
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