postage starts at $35.00, free insurance on all orders.
• PAYMENT Past customers pay on
receipt of books, institutional libraries billed, new customers invoiced
by email, payment by check (preferred) or PayPal. Any purchase can
be returned without reason for a
complete refund, including postage
if my error.
• NB: I’m still working on Catalog
100, it’s growing like an alien mushroom in my living room, not sure
what it will be like when done but it
will be damn special!

Joost Ritman, the man who did what nobody else
would do, or could. (see No.37)
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& Renaissance Worlds.
IN QUARTO & FOLIO
May 2017
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263 Athol Avenue, No.8, Oakland CA
94606
510.835.1766
Knowledge@Pratum.com
www.Pratum.com
• ORDERS and reservations accepted 24/7 by phone, email, and mail,
confirmed within 24 hours. Please
order with book number!
• POSTAGE is at cost, usually sent
media mail for about $5 - $10 per
order depending on weight, foreign

• All are books are quarto or folio in size,
almost none have been cataloged by me
before.
• Prices for art books have crashed thus
there are insane bargains here, and all
have been checked against our lord in
heaven Amazon and priced cheaper
than anything comparable there.
• The word is that art books, like so
many others are becoming “obsolete,”
people now prefer to view art online
and with their phones. But there is a
distinct charm to these older books, a
charm that a few may still value. They
usually exhibit superior typography,
printed on quality paper (not the wood
pulp of today), with sewn signatures
(which means the pages will come loose
only with violent handling), and bound
in real cloth, not the cardboard used
now.
A Few Notes on Terminology:
Book sizes here are either quarto, (10”-13”
tall), or folio, (over 13” tall). A distinction is
made in all my catalogs and lists between cloth
bindings and “hardcover” bindings, the later
which are not cloth but cardboard. “Tippedin” (or “mounted”) refers to an older style of
reproduction where the plates are printed on
special paper for the best resolution and which

could not be printed on normal book paper at
the time, and are thus “tipped-in” or “mounted” onto the pages, both terms are interchangeable. I’ve always called attention to
b&w plates that are reproduced with photogravure. This is a superior printing process
now lost today that reveals subtle tones and a
luminosity modern technology can’t achieve
anymore, something I value greatly, (why this
technology was abandoned is unknown to me)

Here An open minded exploration of the
many ignored theories of culture contacts,
the mysteries of navigation, artistic anomalies, Blacks in ancient America, etc. Ashe is
most famous for his many books and writings on King Arthur and the Arthurian romances but his scope has always been wide,
his biography of Gandhi was groundbreaking. $30.00

When you see brackets [ ], this denotes information reliably correct but not found in the
book and only arrived through my research.
Dates in parentheses ( ) records the date that
particular edition was first published. The
scans here are of the actual books I have, and
not stolen off the net (a common practice
now).
Thanks for reading

2) Aslanapa, Oktay. – TURKISH ART
AND ARCHITECTURE. NY: Praeger
1971 1st ed, quarto, cloth & dj, 422pp, 33
plates in color, 315 illustrations in the text,
and a few maps and plans, foredge and top
edge are a little spotted, jacket slightly torn
and wrinkled else a fine copy of a very
handsome volume, lovely gilt decorated red
cloth. Oktay, professor of art at the Univ of
Istanbul marries scholarly text with beautiful illustrations. $50.00
1) Ashe, Geoffrey et al. – THE QUEST
FOR AMERICA. NY: Praeger 1971 1st ed,
small quarto, cloth & dj, 298pp, richly illustrated throughout in b&w, very fine copy.

3) Barber, Richard. – THE REIGN OF
CHIVALRY. NY: St Martin’s 1980 1st ed,
quarto, hardcover & dj, 207pp, color plates
and text illustrations, vg-f condition. Mainly
on Kinghood, rituals, pageants, warfare, etc.
$15.00

4) Berve, Helmut and Gottfried Gruben.
– GREEK TEMPLES, THEATRES AND
SHRINES. NY: Abrams [1962] large thick
heavy quarto, publ’s gilt white cloth, 508pp,
37 color plates and 176 b&w, condition is
good only, binding is lightly soiled from use,
front hinge is cracked with stain from old
tape “repair” (don’t do it, doesn’t work),
else vg-f. A chance to buy one of the invaluable texts on the temples at a low price.
$45.00

5) Blake) Keynes, Geoffrey. – A STUDY
OF THE ILLUMINATED BOOKS OF
WILLIAM BLAKE. Poet, Printer, Prophet.
NY: Orion and the Trianon Press, Paris,
1964, 1st trade edition, quarto, cloth & dj,
103pp, 32 color plates, fine copy. Keynes
was among the first to recognize the brilliance of Blake, and wrote the first definitive
bibliography. $22.00

6) Blake) Keynes, Geoffrey. – WILLIAM
BLAKE’S
WATER-COLOURS
ILLUSTRATING THE POEMS OF
THOMAS GRAY. Chicago: J. Philip
O’Hara & Trianon Press, Paris 1972, 1st
trade edition, quarto, cloth & dj, 71pp plus
16 plates in color and 116 illustrations in the
text, trivial dust mark on jacket else a very
fine copy. First published in a deluxe edition that goes for about $10,000 now.
$25.00

7) Bodmer) Ruud, Brandon K., editor. –
KARL BODMER’S NORTH AMERICAN
PRINTS. Omaha: Joslyn Art Museum 2004
1st & only edition, large oblong quarto,
green gilt cloth & dj, 382pp, a plethora of illustrations very handsomely presented, fine
condition, like new. No greater artist documented Native Americans from life better
than Bodmer, and unlike others such as
Edward S. Curtis, Bodmer’s paintings and
drawings are usually unflinchingly authentic,
with little or no romantic wizardry. And
with it’s elaborate scholarly apparatus this
book becomes more than an art book, it
chronicle’s his life, technical evolution, influence, reception, etc, and will be especially
interesting to practicing artists as his methods are revealed in detail. Very scarce, only
one nice copy online. $200.00

8) Bodrogi, Tibor. – ART OF
INDONESIA. Greenwich: NY Graphic
Society 1972 1st ed in English, small square
quarto, handsome gilt cloth, dj, 16 color
plates and 157 b&w, fine copy. Bodrogi is
an ethnologist who uses this study of art
traditions to explore the symbolism, tattooing, magic books, masks, demonology,
ghosts, sacred stones, and the mystical ways
of weaving through the lens of ethnography. $28.00

9) Brugel) Seidel, M. & Marijnissen, R. H.
– BRUGEL. NY: Putnam’s, 1971 1st American ed, large heavy quarto, gorgeous green
cloth with gilt decorative emblem to the
front cover, double-fold dust jacket, 333pp
plus unpaginated scholarly apparatus, profusely illustrated with full page color plates
and hundreds of striking plates in luminous
photogravure, jacket a bit dust soiled but a
fine copy. One of the great book on Brugel,
a stunning production. $150.00

10) Christie’s)
THE
SURENA
COLLECTION OF ANCIENT NEAR
EASTERN CYLINDER SEALS. Auction
catalog, 11 June 2001, sewn paperback,
99pp, lot’s 409-553, each illustrated in color,
fine condition, no copies online. No prices
realized but these can be found on Christie’s web site. $30.00

11) Collaer, Paul et al. – HISTORICAL
ATLAS OF MUSIC. A Comprehensive
Study of the World’s Music, Past & Present.
Cleveland: World Publishing 1968, (first
published in the UK 1960), folio, publ’s red
gilt cloth, 175pp, hundreds of plates and
text illustrations and numerous maps in
color, spine faded else vg condition. A very
inviting work arranged chronologically. The
most interesting chapters for me are on the
primitive and ancient traditions and through
the middle ages, which are covered in the
first 40pp and include musical notation and
many photos of tribal people and their instruments, fascinating. $16.00

12) Dimitrov, Zahari and Boris Sharov. –
MURAL ORNAMENTS FROM SOUTHWEST BULGARIA. Sofia: Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 1965, folio, cloth & dj,
53pp of text and 116 pages of color plates,
book vg, dust jacket very worn and torn.
Some discussion of Icons but mainly focused on the traditional decorative arts of
the peasantry. $22.00

13) Evans, Helen C., and William D. Wixom, editors. – THE GLORY OF
BYZANTIUM. Art and Culture of the
Middle Byzantine Era A.D. 843-1261. NY:
Metropolitan Museum of Art 1997 2nd
printing, large very heavy quarto, cloth & dj,
574pp, elaborately illustrated with all kinds
of reproductions, photos, line drawing, etc,
fine copy. One of the most beautiful books
in my house, elegant and mesmerizing.
$64.00

14) Faulhaber, Charles B., editor. –
EXPLORING
THE
BANCROFT
LIBRARY. Berkeley: Bancroft Library 2006
1st ed, quarto, suburb cloth binding, dj,
190pp, illustrations of all kinds throughout,
fine copy, autographed by the editor. The
Bancroft Library (a few miles from here) is
one of the premier research libraries in the
world. It was founded by the bookseller and
publisher H. H. Bancroft in 1860. While focused on every aspect of California history,
(‘art to zoology’) it’s holdings contain a
plethora of other rare materials, from the
Tebtunis Papyri to the Mexican Inquisition
to an archive of Dorthea Lang photographs.
A stimulating tour through history and
handsomely laid out. $20.00

15) Grabar, Oleg. – THE FORMATION
OF ISLAMIC ART. New Haven: Yale UP
1973, small quarto, handsome polished
black cloth & dj, 221 pages with 131 b&w
illustrations at back, fine copy. With much
on symbolism. Harvard professor Grabar
based much of the text on his extensive
travels in Arabia. A highly regarded introduction. $16.00

Egyptology, Eastern Christendom, Hermetic philosophy, etc. We are impressed by the
beauty of this book, its selection of plates
and the arrangement of text - a joy. Once
immersed, it is possible for a brief time to
be transported to a world of parchment,
vellum folios, illuminated manuscripts, the
poetry of Dante, obelisks, ninth century editions of Euclid, hand-colored cosmologies
from distant China... a sumptuous banquet.
Published at $65.00. $28.00

16) Grafton, Anthony, editor. - ROME
REBORN: The Vatican Library & Renaissance Culture. Library of Congress and Yale
University Press in association with Bibliotheca Apostolica Vaticana 1993 1st ed, quarto, cloth & dj, XXVI+ 323pp, 216 color
plates, notes, references, and index, fine
copy. The Vatican Library contains the
richest collection of Western manuscripts
and early printed books in the world. Their
holdings played a key role in the development of Renaissance esoteric thought. This
large, exceptionally attractive book, with
over 200 color plates details how the Library’s recovery and preservation of the
nearly lost treasures of the past fueled the
evolution of philosophy and culture during
the Renaissance. (Let us for the moment
forget the horrendous, paradoxical crimes
committed parallel to this good work). Most
important are the various authors (among
them James Hankins, editor of the Kristeller
Festschrift) who emphasize subjects seldom
explored in depth by other authors: Greek
philosophy and mathematics, Chinese science, herbology, witchcraft, astronomy,

17) Hallade, Madeleine. – GANDHARAN
ART OF NORTH INDIA AND THE
GRAECO-BUDDHIST TRADITION IN
INDIA, PERSIA, AND CENTRAL ASIA.
NY: Abrams 1968, 1st ed, large quarto, cloth
& dj, 266pp with 24 color plates and 208
b&w illustrations in photogravure, plus color maps at back, fine condition throughout,
very scarce, Amazon only lists one copy for
$150 with no condition description at all
(translation, bad condition!). A remarkable
study that has no peer as far as I’ve determined that surveys these vast art traditions
and but bringing them all into perspective
by exploring the role of the ancient city of
Gandhara, mentioned in both the Zend

Avesta and the Rg Veda. Fascinating reading
that explodes the myth that ancient Greece
inherited little from India, the truth is quite
different as you’ll discover here. The material on ancient Afghanistan is just as revelatory. This is also a classic example how art
books were published in the glory days of
the ‘60’s and 70’s, where the publisher took
the time to identify the craftsmen, on the
last page we read: This book was printed in
the workshops of Imprimerie Centrale Lausanne..the illustrations in four-color offset
by Paul Attinger, Zurich, the binding is by
Karl Hanke, Dusseldorf, layout by Irmgard
Loeb, Basel after a design by Andre Rosselet.” Or you can read it on your little
phone. $125.00

18) Hamilton,
Alastair.
–
ARAB
CULTURE
AND
OTTOMAN
MAGNIFICENCE IN ANTWERP’S
GOLDEN AGE. Geneva: Arcadian Library
& Oxford UP 2001 1st ed, quarto, cloth &
dj, 134pp, beautiful images of rare books
and manuscripts, elegantly designed and

printed and bound with exceptional care,
fine copy. Published to accompany an exhibition at the Museum Plantin-Moretus in
Antwerp. Chapters on Arab science in Europe (fascinating), the scholar-traveller,
Guillaume Postel, wandering mendicants,
etc. Cheapest copy on Amazon is $440.00.
$80.00

19) Hamilton, Alastair. – BRIDGE OF
KNOWLEDGE. Western Appreciation of
Arab and Islamic Civilization in the Arcadian Library. Geneva: Arcadian Library 2001,
large heavy quarto, thick folding wrappers,
sewn signatures, 408pp, illustrations of all
kinds, exhibition list of the 106 works laid
in, foot of wrapper with tiny tear else fine
condition and without the bumps expected
in heavy books. A greatly expanded edition
of his 2001 Arab Culture & Ottoman Magnificence. Out of print and scarce. The Arcadian
Library is a private library of rare books on
Arabic culture known for it’s outstanding
collections, book arts and exhibitions.
$140.00

20) Hibbert, Christopher. – CITIES AND
CIVILIZATIONS. London: Folio Society
2003, quarto, cloth & slipcase, 279pp, color
illustrations throughout, mostly half or
quarter page, vf condition. Sold with: Clark,
Kenneth.
–
CIVILIZATION,
A
PERSONAL VIEW. London: Folio Society
1999, cloth & slipcase, 276pp, color illustrations throughout, mostly half or quarter
page, vf condition. Hibbert takes on 4000
years of history in a quick manner, the illustrations include mysterious forms in the
Egyptian desert, walled fortresses in the
Andes and an improbable imperial city rising from the Russian marshes. Together
with the Clark book, which is more scholarly and definitive, they compliment each other. $22.00

21) Hofer, Philip. – BAROQUE BOOK
ILLUSTRATION, A SHORT SURVEY.
Cambridge: Harvard UP 1970 2nd ed, quarto, cloth & dj, 45pp of text followed by an
unpaginated selection of plates (about
75pp), mostly full page, fine copy. Hofer’s
writings on printing and book history are
renown. Here he provides many fine reproductions taken from great books of the period, by Kepler, Galileo, Theodore de Bry,
Milton, Bacon, and lesser known works
such as Bayer’s Uranometria. $30.00

22) Hohn, Reinhardt. – CURIOSITIES OF
THE PLANT KINGDOM. London: Cassell 1980, 1st ed in English, quarto, handsome white cloth with gilt mistletoe on
front cover, dust jacket with a tiny bit of
wear to the spine else fine copy. Giant trees,
strange leaf shapes, rare & extinct plants,
carnivorous plants, drugs and poisons, etc,
with 20pp on magic plants. $15.00

23) Icons) Gerhard, H. P. – THE WORLD
OF ICONS. NY: Harper & Row 1971, 1st
edition in English, quarto, gorgeous aquamarine polished cloth gilt lettered, 232pp,
over 300 illustrations, some in color but
most in b&w, scholarly text with charts,
footnotes and bibliography, mostly fine
condition. A standard text on the spiritual
and mystical tradition of the Icon, barely
understood to this day in the west. $28.00

24) Icons) Riabuschinsky, W. P., et all. RUSSISCHE IKONEN. Aus der IkonenSammlung Zeiner-Henriksen (Norwegen)
mit einem Vortwort von W. P.
Riabuschinsky. Munchen: F. Bruckmann
[1957], quarto, folding cloth portfolio, gilt
lettered front cover with mounted color
plate of St. Michael slaying the Dragon, [8]
page folding pamphlet, and [33] mounted
color plates on coated stock, lovely design,
one portfolio flap is a bit torn but vg-f condition. Each Icon is mounted on thick stock
with white boarders No copies online in the
US. $35.00

25) Icons) Three books in Russian on
Icons, all dating from the 1960’s and 1970’s,
all quarto or folio, cloth bound and packed
with 100’s of color & b&w plates, very
good condition, low price! $30.00

26) Kerenyi, C. – ASKLEPIOS. Archetypal
Image of the Physician’s Existence. Translated by Ralph Manheim. NY: Pantheon/Bollingen 1959 1st ed in English, small
quarto, two-piece brick & manila cloth
binding with dj, 151pp, 58 b&w plates and
text illustrations, very good copy, Archetypal
Images in Greek Religion series, lovely book
design. Kerenyi unveils the true roots of
western medicine, where a type of magical
metempsychosis occurred, where doctor
and patient are interchangeable, where the
‘doctor’ ‘becomes’ the patient through mystical methods and is thus able to experience
what the patient is suffering, and the ‘patient’ becomes the ‘doctor’ so that as doctor
he can understand what treatment the patient needs. Much on serpent symbolism.
This book revolutionized my understanding
of psychology and healing. In pre-internet
days I regularly sold this for $125.00. $40.00

27) Kraus
catalog)
MONUMENTA
CODICUM MANU SCRIPTORUM. An
Exhibition Catalogue of Manuscripts of the
6th to the late 17th Centuries from the Libraries of the Monasteries of St. Catherine
Mount Sinai; Monte Cassino; Lorsch;
Nonantola. NY: Kraus 1974, folio, cloth &
dj, 164pp, 45 tipped in color plates and
35pp of b&w plates, some folding, two tiny
tears in jacket, a fine copy, one of 700 copies printed. An extraordinary bookseller’s
catalog, from the greatest rare book dealer
of modern times. A sumptuous presentation, each manuscript described in detail, it’s
history and importance. $70.00

28) Kraus, Theodor. – POMPEII AND
HERCULANEUM. The Living Cities of
the Dead. NY: Abrams 1975 1st edition in
English, small folio, beautiful red gilt cloth,
dj, 230pp, magnificently illustrated in color
and b&w, tiny tear in dj, a fine copy. Includes discussions of cults, myths and mystery religions. $45.00

29) Marinatos, Spyridon. – CRETE AND
MYCENAE. NY: Abrams [1960] 1st ed,
large heavy quarto, cloth & dj, 176pp plus
unpaginated index and folding chart, 52
tipped-in color plates and 369 b&w illustrations, fine copy. The extensive section of illustrations are not included in the pagination and thus the book is more like 400pp.
A perfect example of how art books used to
be published, that is with great care for the
typesetting, paper, binding, durability and
longevity. Today’s art books look more like
throw-away magazines with all their glossy
glitz and cheap wood pulp paper and cardboard bindings with 20 year life spans.
$40.00

ly enjoyed many of them, for example their
stand-out beauties on Yeats, Blake, Shelley,
Byron. Folio also deserves special notice for
their attention to paper and binding materials, the vast majority of their books are
strongly bound while still elegant. Paul
Nash the author worked at the Bodleian Library and is professional bibliographer and
fine art printer. $60.00

30) Nash, Paul W. – FOLIO 60. A Bibliography of the Folio Society 1947-2006. London: Folio Society 2007 1st & only ed, small
quarto, thick gilt cloth in slipcase, 472pp,
half & quarter-page illustrations on almost
every page, very fine condition. 1348 books
described, not just their bibliography but a
summary of the text, the artists, and their
place in history, an inspirational tour
through classics and time-tested wonders of
literature that will be known forever. I’m
usually disappointed with books in series
like this but Folio is different, many of their
books are masterpieces marrying classic
texts like Andrew Lang’s Fairly Books, with
modern artists. The one thing that bugs me
is when they marry an ancient or classical
text like Homer with a modern artist,
doesn’t work for me at all and never has!
Even as a kid I noticed this and thought it a
jarring violation of taste, not a marriage but
a shotgun wedding. Their 19th & 20th century volumes are another story, and I’ve great-

31) O’Connell, Mark & Raje Airey. – THE
COMPLETE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF
SIGNS & SYMBOLS. NP: Hermes House,
nd (c.1990’s), quarto, flexible plastic binding, 256pp, 3-4 illustrations on every page,
fine condition. A popular format and rather
different from the other books in the list,
i.e. we know nothing of the authors and
there is no scholarly apparatus, but brings
together every possible kind of symbolism
into one volume (mostly western). $9.00

33) Papageorgehiou,
A.
–
MASTERPIECES OF THE BYZANTINE
ART OF CYPRUS. Cyprus & Nicosia:
Dept of Antiquities 1965, quarto, plain
printed wraps with dj, sewn signatures,
40pp of text and 51 pages of b&w plates on
glossy stock, bits of wear to the jacket else
vg-f, ownership signature of Gene Pippin
who was fictionalized as Gene Dexter in
Kerouac’s’ On the Road. $28.00

32) Owen, D. D. R. – THE LEGEND OF
ROLAND. A Pageant of the Middle Ages.
London: Phaidon, 1st ed, quarto, cloth & dj,
205pp, profusely illustrated in color and
b&w, fine copy. Owen’s works on Arthurian subjects are still standards today. $11.00

34) Pearce, Susan, editor. – VISIONS OF
ANTIQUITY. The Society of Antiquaries
of London 1707-2007. London: Society of
Antiquaries 2007 1st ed, large heavy quarto,
cloth & dj, 451pp, 116 color & b&w illustrations (many full page) and 27 tables, fine
copy. $44.00

35) Popova,
O.
–
RUSSIAN
th
MINIATURES OF THE 11 TO THE
15th CENTURIES. Leningrad: Aurora
1975, quarto, imitation leather in color
printed slipcase, 170pp, color plates
throughout, text in French, slipcase is a tad
worn but the book is very fine. $14.00

36) Portoghesi, Paolo. – ROME AND
THE RENAISSANCE. London: Phaidon
1972 1st ed in English, square quarto, cloth
& dj, errata slip, 446 b&w illustrations many
full page, trivial foxing and dust-darkening
to one ep, tiny snag to the dj else fine copy.
Portoghesi chronicles the building spree the
city of Rome embarked upon when the
Pope moved from Avignon back to Rome
in 1348, with over 200 buildings and their
ornaments documented here. $30.00

dealer who attended these sales, with his
occasional annotations and notes. $250.00

37) Ritman) Four Sotheby’s catalogs: Sale 6
July 2000, 6 December 2000, 19 June 2001,
and 17 June 2003, all but the December sale
are devoted to manuscripts, with prices realized laid in, heavy quarto, sewn paperback,
color illustrations on every page, fine condition throughout and very scarce. These four
volumes together chronicle the dispersal of
portions of Joost Ritman’s library, one of
the most famous collection of rare books
and manuscripts of the time. Beginning in
the 1960’s Ritman single-handedly created
the greatest library of Hermetic texts of the
modern era. These texts here were sold to
finance the last days of his library before it
was finally sized by the Dutch Government
for back taxes, (long story). What Ritman
sacrificed were not, for the most part, Hermetic texts per se, but related manuscripts
c.1000 – 1500, illuminated manuscripts
from the 10th century on, Books of Hours,
and philosophical and religious texts. Each
is described in detail by authorities at Sotheby’s. A unique record of book collecting.
These catalogs come from the library of the
late Bernard Rosenthal, famed manuscript

38) Ryskamp, Charles, editor. – THE
STAVELOT TRIPTYCH. Mosan Art and
the Legend of the True Cross. NY:
Pierpont Morgan Library 1980, quarto, paperback, sewn signatures, 45pp of text and
68 color & b&w illustrations at back, fine
condition. $12.00

39) Scheja, Georg. – THE ISENHEIM
ALTARPIECE. NY: Abrams [1971], 1st ed
in English, quarto, hardcover & dj, 80pp, 16
color plates, some folding and double page,
and 53 text illustrations, binding dusty and
ep’s a bit spotted else fine. One of the most
famous paintings of the period, finished
around 1516. The iconography is unusual
and partly taken from the visions of St.
Bridget of Sweden, with monsters, demons
& devils, angels, hermits, mystic visions, often reminiscent of Bosch. There are a number of cheap art books on the subject but
few serious ones like this. $50.00

40) Schiele) Price, Renee editor. – EGON
SCHIELE. The Ronald S. Lauder and Serge
Sabarsky Collections. Munich: Prestel 2005
1st ed in English, large heavy quarto, lovely
orange cloth & dj, 504pp, 200 pages of illustrations, most in color, very fine copy. A definitive monograph. Schiele is best known
for his audacious erotic themes but there is
so much more. Hard to believe he did all
this and then died age 28. Only a few copies
online, all defective except one priced at
$830.00. $250.00

41) Schweitzer, Bernhard. – GREEK
GEOMETRIC ART. London: Phaidon
1971 1st edition in English, quarto, cloth &
dj, 352pp, 239 b&w illustrations on glossy
stock and 137 text illustrations, lovely book
design, fine copy. Though ostensibly an art
book, Schweitzer authored many books on
mythology and religion and this is evident
throughout the text. $40.00

42) SIR GAWAIN AND THE GREEN
KNIGHT. Translated by Simon Armitrage,
Illustrations by Diana Sudyka. London: Folio Society 2008, small folio, red illustrated
cloth in slipcase, 114pp, 14 color plates,
some double-page, fine copy, never used.
Nice marriage of text and artist. $25.00

43) Staikos, Konstantinos Sp. – THE
GREAT LIBRARIES. From Antiquity to
the Renaissance. Oak Knoll Press & the
British Library 2000, 1st ed, very heavy folio
(13” tall), cloth & dj, 563pp, profusely illustrated in color and b&w, a fine copy, none
of the dents & bumps frequently present in
large heavy volumes. One of the most beautiful books on ancient libraries, with scholarly text by the foremost authority and the
result of decades of study and travel. $80.00

44) Stead,
Cleves.
–
FANTASTIC
FAUNA. Decorative Animals in Moslem
Ceramics. Cairo: Schindler nd, c. 1934,
quarto, printed wrappers sewn, 177pp plus
21pp index, line drawings throughout, small
tear to front wrap else vg-f. An unusual
publication, no copies online. $33.00

45) Stemp, Richard. – THE SECRET
LANGUAGE OF THE RENAISSANCE.
Decoding the Hidden Symbolism of Italian
Art. London: Duncan Baird Publishers
2006 1st ed, quarto, hardcover & dj, 224pp,
profuse color illustrations, vf copy. This is
what I call a “packaged” book, where the
publisher first conceives of the book then
hires an author to write the text, in this case
a Cambridge educated PhD specializing in
Renaissance art. The plats are lovely, the
text thin but with many nuggets for the student of symbolism. $11.00

46) Thomas, Marcel. – THE ROHAN
MASTER. A Book of Hours. Bibliotheque
Nationale M.S. Latin 9471. NY: Brazillier
1973 1st ed, quarto, beautiful red cloth in dj,
247pp, printed on heavy coated stock, besides the 26pp introduction the entire volume is a careful reproduction of the 15th
century manuscript, fine copy, lacks slipcase. The works of the “Rohan Master” are
riddled with curious iconography derived
from the early books on the Hebrew Bible,
prayers of intersession, and imagery of serpents and strange beasts, sheep, death,
ghosts, devils, dead bodies, etc. Each page
reproduces the original gold ink with great
precision, a truly gorgeous presentation.
$24.00

48) Ulmer, Christoph. – THE CASTLES
OF FRIULI. History & Civilization. NP:
Konemann 1999 1st ed in English, quarto,
hardcover & dj, 318pp, profusely illustrated,
mainly with color photographs, new copy,
(I only took the shrink-wrap off to catalog
it). Some of the finest medieval castles still
standing are in Friuli. After the fall of the
Roman Republic Friuli came under the
province of Theodoric The Great and
hence the great age of castle building was
born here. $18.00
47) Tomory, Peter. – THE LIFE AND
ART OF HENRY FUSELI. NY: Praeger
1972 1st American edition, quarto, publ’s
red cloth, 255pp, 13 color plates and 254 in
b&w, vg-f copy, lacks dj. Fuseli (17411825) is notable for his supernatural themes
such as his painting ‘The Nightmare’. He
was friends with Lavater the famed physiognomist and influenced William Blake to a
large degree (in Fuseli you can easily see
some of Blake’s stylisms). There is a 3pp
appendix on Fuseli’s library. $30.00

49) Vio, Ettore. – THE BASILICA OF ST.
MARK IN VENICE. Florence: Scala/Riverside 1999, quarto, sewn paperback,
174pp printed on glossy stock, color illustrations on almost every page including architectural plans, floor plans, and beautiful
photographs, fine copy. $10.00

50) Wenli, Zhang. – THE QIN
TERRACOTTA ARMY. London: Scala
Books 1999 (1996), small thin quarto, cloth
& dj, 96pp, color on every page. This famous discovery was never very compelling
for me, that is until they recently determined that every single sculpture is a portrait of a contemporary individual, all 7000
of them. There is nothing even remotely
close to this in the ancient world, or the
modern! It took 700,000 convicts 38 years
to accomplish, quite a mystery. $10.00

51) Wilson,
Adrian,
editor.
–
A
MEDIEVAL MIRROR. Speculum Humanae Salvationis, 1324-1500. Berkeley: UC
Press 1984 1st ed, folio, green linen cloth &
dj, 227pp, color & b&w illustrations
throughout, vf copy, book designed by
Adrian Wilson the editor and famed book
historian and fine press printer. Arguably
the most famous medieval book, anyone
with even a passing interest in medieval history will have seen these images, miniatures,
woodcuts, bookblocks, etc. The editor has
selected a panoply of illustrations taken
from the hundreds of manuscript and printed editions through 1500. Hard to believe
this book is only worth $75, I paid about
$120 when it came out, soon it will be
worthless so maybe you should wait a few
years. $75.00

52) Woodson, Yoko, editor. – LORDS OF
THE SAMURAI. The Legacy of a Daimyo
Family. SF: Asian Art Museum 2009, 1st ed,
tall quarto, gilt decorated silk binding with
dj, 222pp, gorgeously illustrated in color, fine copy. Samurai history and culture explored through 700 years of this famous
clan. Warrior philosophy, Shinto, Taoist and
Confucian philosophy, and plates documenting sacred objects like bells and tea
cups; swords and sword fighting, symbolism
in silk fabrics, calligraphy, Zen painting,
knot tying, etc. A lovely book at a ridiculously low price. $20.00

