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This essay records and commemorates my 
acquisition and sale of the NUC, the only copy 
in commerce and the only unmarked copy traced 
in any recent sale records (the other few were 
worn and branded ex-library copies). 
 
To quote the great bookman Bernard H. 
Breslauer, “This catalogue runs to 754 huge folio 
volumes and lists more than twelve million titles, 
many of them represented by numerous copies 
in libraries all over the country. These are figures 
which defy the imagination. This is an 
achievement, a feat of organization, ingenuity 
and research without equal in the annals of 
bibliography. It is almost idle to discuss or 
enumerate the uses of this edifice, so apparent 
are they and so manyfold. Seven hundred and 
fifty-four volumes, twelve million works — what 
would Callimachus, what would Trithemius, 
what would Gesner say? But this monument to 
itself is also something else, something even 
greater. It stands witness to the unquenchable 
thirst for knowledge, to the irrepressible and 
eternally optimistic belief in progress on the 
entire font of human endeavour through the 
acquisition of knowledge, and the certainty that 
books are the ultimate source of all progress”.  
 

 
Cover of a Kraus catalog featuring some of the 
754 folio volumes of the NUC, Bernard M. 
Rosenthal’s copy. 
 
 

 
Circa 2007 
Ian Jackson (right) and his son Aldo in their 
dining room, Berkeley CA, with part of his NUC 
behind them. After decades of partnership with 
Ian one day he gave me his NUC, “to make 
room for others” and I gratefully accepted. I 
didn’t have a clue what I would do with it’ 
 
I believe Ian acquired this unmarked new set 
from one of the 26 (or is it 27) libraries at UCB, 
stored in a UCB basement ever since it was first 
published, i. e. an extra set they never used. Ian 
lived within walking distance of UCB and at 
some point during his daily visits he learned of 
its existence. Only Ian would transport some 
6000 pounds by himself and build custom 
shelving so he could have the greatest library 
catalog ever printed in his dining room. This he 
used regularly and with it frequently confounded 



bibliographers and bookdealers with his 
corrections and addendums and occasional 
diatribes against bibliographic ignorance.  
 

 
Ian Jackson in his Berkeley CA kitchen, in the 
chair where he did his prodigious reading. How 
did he do it all? Nobody really knows. 
 

 
2013, Ian’s house on Walnut Street Berkeley CA, 
Ian helping us get the NUC out of his dinning 
room and into our truck, then to be stored in Jim 
Clark’s basement in Greenbrae with me hoping for 
a future sale, (dim hopes I thought but how could I 
resist). Ian was my mentor for 34 years, I set my 
compass by him and when he thought I would 
benefit by the NUC I knew he was right. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Loading the truck at Ian’s while I “supervise” 
everything. That’s Dave Franks in the truck,  
Dave aka “Hercules”, who seven years later 
would pack it up once again, this time for the 
esteemed bibliographer in Medford MA who 
bought it. 



 
2013. Stacking them in Jim’s basement, there 
they lay for seven years in a clean and dry 
basement, thank you Jim. 
 

 
Safe in Jim’s basement. What a secret treasure.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SEVEN YEARS LATER, 
SOMEBODY ORDERS IT! 
What a shock! Honestly thought I would die 
with it, but now I’m going to ship it to 
Massachusettes? Okay…I can do that, I think. 
 
Right-off I called my old miracle mover-man 
Dave Franks and arranged it all. 
 



 
Now it’s January 2020. First step, build custom 
pallets to hold 6000 pounds, lucky for me Dave 
is a jack of all trades and on the fly he led us to 
some dumpsters behind Home Depot to gather 
the wood nessessary, then we brought it all back 
to my storage place in Richmond, there Dave 
pulled a rabbitt of a hat, miraculously producing 
an emergency woodshop so we can build the 
custom pallets required for their weight.  
 
 

 
Free redwood from the dumsters  
behind Home Depot. 
 
 

 
After hours of watching Dave bending  
over making pallets I asked “how can  
you bend over like that?” “300 crunches  
every other day” he said casually,  
I believe it. I think he was wearing some 
kind of slippers?  
 

 
Dave has arms like gnarled tree trunks.  
 
 
 



 
 

 
Shrink wrap is weird stuff. It revolutionized 
shipping but what a terrible cost to our planet.  
 
 

 
We made these! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The little truck that could, we loaded at Jim’s 
house when the Medford MA order came in. 
When full it was barely able to get up Jim’s 
steep driveway with 6000 pounds but 
eventually it did after burning a lot of rubber.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
March 2020, Greenbrae CA. This is Jim (James 
Harvey Clark III), old Mayflower man who 
hosted the storage of my NUC in his basement 
for seven years while I sporadically tried to sell it 
with my usual ineptitude. Jim collects scholarly 
and antiquarian books on esoteric philosophy 
and the historical works which support that 
study. He is one of my oldest and best freiends 
for three decades now.  
 
 

 
Jim’s winding driveway in Greenbrae CA, too 
much for a 16 wheeler thus we had to use our 
small truck to get the NUC out ourselves and 
ready it for the big YRC tractor trailor in 
Hayward. 
 
 

 
Jim guiding us to his basement where the treasure 
lay. 



 
 

 
Dave pulling them out of Jim’s basement. Jim 
provided a safe clean and dry basement for so 
many years then finally a wise and daring man 
found it for sale on Abe and bought it.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The long and winding road… 
 
 
 

 
You talking to me? 
 
 



  
Getting our little truck ready, I knew this 
was crazy but we did it anyway. For some 
reason I shaved my head that day, against 
the example of Sampson. 
 
 

 
As Dave fed me dollies of the volumes 
I puzzle out how to stack 754 folios so 
they don’t get damaged yet don’t take  
up more than the 17 linear feet YRC  
limited us to. 

 
Okay I think I’ve got it, 10 stacks of 15 each.  
 

 
Nope, that didn’t work, maybe this combination… 
 

 
Finally the volumes are stacked, by doing all that 
we got intimate with the books like few ever do.  



Now we are shrink wrapping them. 
 

 
Problems with the shrink-wrap, 
devilish stuff.  
 
 
 
 

 
More wrapping… 
 

 
Almost done, at this point the coffee and 
croissants have run out and in spite of my cheery 
smile I’m actually about to drop dead and we’ve 
only just begun. 
 
 
 

 
Now on our way to the YRC truck terminal 
In Hayward CA with Mt. Tamalpais ahead. 
 
 
 



 
Hayward YRC truck terminal, so many trucks.  
It’s now night and we are late. 
 

 
Unloading. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This is the pallet that would not budge.  
Meanwhile the patient YRC forklift guy  
is getting impatient.  
 
 
 

 
Finally they are off our truck and on their way. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Below is the original book description from my catalog 
No.104. 
 
The National Union Catalog, Pre-1956 Imprints. A Cumulative 
Author List Representing Library of Congress Printed Cards and 
Titles Reported by Other American Libraries. Compiled and 
Edited with the Cooperation of the Library of Congress and the 
National Union Catalog Subcommittee of the Resources 
Committee of the Resources and Technical Services Division, 
American Library Association. London: Mansell 1968-1981, 
first and only edition, 754 heavy folio volumes, complete 
with supplements, publ’s stout green cloth with gilt 
lettered spines, in remarkably fine condition, no library 
markings or defects, pages and text block clean and 
bright. $9000.00 
 
Begun in 1909 and only finished in 1981, this is the 
largest printed catalog of books ever produced, 
comprising not just all the books in the Library of 
Congress, the second largest library in the world (after 
the British Library which is now slightly larger but for 
long was second only to the LC), but also the records 
from all other reporting North American libraries. A 
monumental and historic achievement, certainly never to 
be repeated again in print. This may as well be the largest 
and longest book of any kind ever published, (I’ve not 
found comparable contenders). It takes up 130’ on the 
shelf, weighs three tons, contains c.530,000 pages. 
 
For those like me who feel a need, driven by some 
unknown force or agency, to know about ALL printed 
knowledge, this then is the Holy Grail, ‘the place of 
beginnings.’ So many rich veins buried in this goldmine, 
for example the 63,000 titles on the Bible, (separately 
indexed), and the massive author sections on 
Shakespeare and Plato. Much also must be said of the 
completeness and usability of these records compared to 
the transcribed, often error filled and truncated records 
that cripple the largest online library catalog, the OCLC 
WorldCat, whose records are, according to the Library of 
Congress “…not as complete or accurate as those 
created by the Library.” This is because the NUC is 
made up of photocopies of the library cards in LC’s 
unique card catalog, (here very well reproduced) i.e. the 
factual information recorded from the physical books by 
librarians, with all kinds of minutiae and additional notes 
added over the decades, as opposed to the OCLC 
records transcribed by semi-literate hacks. It is the 
closest experience you can have to physically being in the 
Library of Congress, which has kept their oaken card 
catalog. Most libraries threw out their LC card catalogs in 
the 1980’s, some even burning them in pathetic, hubris 

fueled bonfires of ‘celebration’ and had shooting parties 
where they blew them away with shotguns, (read 
Nicholson Baker on that ugly chapter in librarianship). 
Excellent details on the NUC can be found in College & 
Research Libraries and also the LC’s own comments on 
internet discrepancies, (they advise checking the printed 
catalog for any thorough research). Rarely do sets come 
on the market, in 2018 there was one set, on Abe, a 
branded ex-lib set for $12,500, (now apparently sold or 
removed). NB: When published nearly every set was 
destined for libraries, so ‘ex-lib’ is the state they are 
almost always found in. Estimated trucking cost $3500. 
 
Todd Pratum, Oakland CA March 2020 
 
 
 

RIP Ian Jackson 
 

27 October 1951 
 

18 February 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 


