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Books from the collection of Ralph Metzner, PhD 
 
All but the Leary Berkeley Barb issue were bought from Ralph Metzner at his Kensington home in 2017 and during many previous 
visits over the years, few have any ownership marks, all vg or better unless noted, more to come. Michael Horowitz--the master in 
these complicated things--has been consulted on the rare items. Return if not satisfied, postage extra, check or PayPal.  

 
 

Circa 2017 in Ralph’s Kensington 
home in Sonoma. Weeks later much of 
his neighborhood was burned in the 
Tubbs fire which took 3,000+ homes. 
Miraculously Ralph’s humble tract was 
spared but when I visited a week later 
there were smoldering ashes all around, 
his neighbors’ homes! The smoke was 
terrible, I strongly suggested he move 
out but Ralph thought that was trivial 
or something, a few weeks later he died 
from what I understand was a 
respiratory disease. Ralph had books 
everywhere but was not a high-handed 
collector, he bought what interested him 
and many of his collections surpassed 
the depth what your usual ‘psychedelic’ 
collector might imagine. God bless him 
for that.   
 



 
Adamson, Sophia, editor. THROUGH THE GATEWAY OF THE HEART. 
Accounts of Experiences with MDMA and other Empathogenic Substances. 
Preface by Ralph Metzner. SF: Four Trees 1985 glued paperback, 197pp, vg 
condition. Firsthand accounts by dozens of people, a rather primitively edited 
volume but one of the earliest serious examinations of MDMA. $18.00  
 
Andrews, G., & S. Vinkenoog, editors. – THE BOOK OF GRASS. An 
Anthology on Indian Hemp. London: Owen 1967 cloth & dj, 242pp, eight 
plates, evidence of removed bookplate on front pastedown else vg, major 
work, for some reason the US edition omitted the plates. Very scarce. $60.00 
 
Arthur, J. D. SALVIA DIVINORUM. Doorway to Thought-Free Awareness. 
Rochester: Park St Press 2010, reprint of the 2008 edition under an earlier 
title, glued paperback, XI+132pp, vf. $11.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
BIRTH OF A PSYCHEDELIC CULTURE. Poster 2009, 16.5” x 23.5” full color 
printed on poster paper, from the archives of Ralph Metzner. “October Gallery. 16 
June 2009 6:30 £8/6 cone. Ralph will speak and read from his book, 'Birth of a 
Psychedelic Culture', co-written with Ram Dass, forthcoming from 
Synergeticpress.com. For bookings contact rentals@octobergallery.co.uk or call 44 
(0)20 7831 1618 October Gallery, 24 Old Gloucester Street, Bloomsbury, London 
WC1N 3AL.” In perfect condition, sold with an autographed copy by Ralph of the 
first edition of the book of the same title which is a handsomely illustrated paperback 
volume in mint condition. Ralph expressed a bit of embarrassment and some pride 
maybe at the old photo of him here, he certainly was a dreamer. $60.00 
 
Dailey, William and Victoria. PHANTASTICA. Catalog 13, Los Angeles c.1979, 8vo 
stapled glossy colored wraps, illustrated, 287 items, forward by R. Gordon Wasson, 
cataloging by Michael Horowitz (later of Flashback Books who also introduces the 
catalog here). This catalog was so well received that a reprint was done c.1980, 
identical to the original and distinguished only by the presence of ordering 
information on the inside cover, this is the original with no ordering information. Bill 
Dailey was one of the few dealers to make it into my memoir. Only two copies 
online. $75.00. I also have the reprint for $60.00 
 
 
 
 
 



DRAGIBUS Plant Medicine and Mysticism. Spring 2014. Volume 2 Issue 3, magazine 
format, 30pp, glossy color illustrations, fine. Articles include: Mummy in the 
Pharmacopoeias of the Past. Entheogens of Africa. Forgotten Malpighiaceae's: Sacred 
Vines of the Amazon. $12.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EROWID EXTRACTS. A Psychoactive Plants and 
Chemicals Newsletter. 2001, [subtitles were changed later]. 
Number 1 May 2001 through Number 29 2016, lacking 11-
13, 26 issues plus rare prospectus, stapled magazine format, 
color and b&w throughout, fine condition. Publisher had 
some back issues but lacked these first four. $375.00  
 
THE GREEN MAN. A Magazine for Pagan Men. Point 
Arena, No.’s 1-12, 1993-1997, edited by Ralph Metzner and 
others, stapled magazine, illustrations and ads, fine 
condition. From Ralph’s ‘mythic’ phase, here he seems to 
have chosen from a lot of his local Sonoma friends, and 
brave enough to print two articles by a man the FBI had on 
their most wanted list, Darryl Cherney. Though there are 
only a few articles overtly on entheogens there are constant 
references. No runs online. Point Arena is a tiny town on 
the Mendocino coast I have long aspired to move to, their 
press printed my Catalog 3, way back when! $300.00  
 
Jay, Mike. EMPERORS OF DREAMS. Drugs in the 
Nineteenth Century. Cambria: Dedalus 2005 reprint of the 
2000 edition, glued paperback, 277pp, index & 
bibliography, vg condition. Positively reviewed by Gary 
Lachman in Fortean Times. $12.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Klebs, Art. MILLBROOK. The True Story of the Early Years of the Psychedelic Revolution. Millbrook, 1967-68, folio newspaper, 
38pp in three columns, illustrated, plus 2pp Berkeley Barb article, edges very frayed rendering many pages loose,  deserves to be 
scanned and archived, precedes his 1977 book of the same title and his 1971 Boo Hoo Bible. $75.00 
 
Klebs, Art. THE BOO HOO BIBLE. San Cristobal: Toad Books 1971 first edition, glued paperback well illustrated, 212+6pp, 
covers a bit worn and faded. $40.00 
 
Lattin, Don. THE HARVARD PSYCHEDELIC CLUB. How Timothy Leary, Ram Dass, Huston Smith and Andrew Weil Killed 
the Fifties and Ushered in a New Age for America. NY: HarperOne 2011, 1st ed, boards & dj, 256pp, vf., from Ralph Metzner's 
library, he is frequently cited here, duh. $11.00 
 
 



 
 
Leary, Timothy. THE ILLUMINATION OF THE BUDDHA. Poster on card stock, [1966], from the archives of Ralph Metzner. 
The Illumination of the Buddha in person with Dr. Timothy Leary. A Psychedelic Celebration Presented by the League for Spiritual 
Discovery. Guides: Dr. Timothy Leary and Dr. Richard Alpert. Mantras: Allen Ginsberg. Conceived by Dr. Ralph Metzner. 
Psychedelic art by the Third World. December 6, 13, 20, 27, 28, 29. All seats $3.00. Village Theater. 105 2nd Ave. (6th Street) GR5 
8400. [c.1966], 22" x 14", printed on glossy card stock, very early poster, possibly the second poster to feature Leary's name, (The 
Psychedelic Experience was published in August of 1964). This was unknown to Michael Horowitz in his extensive and unique 
bibliography where only cites a smaller b&w 'flyer' version measuring 13" x 8" (see An Annotated Bibliography of Timothy Leary, 
Hamden: Archon/Shoe String 1988, No. L-21). Later in conversation Michael did not recall seeing this full size poster but said it was 
very early. The red ink is surprisingly unfaded (red being the most fragile of all colors), four tiny thumb-tack type holes, two corners 
very slightly bent else very fine. I've found no record but see this interesting link, https://www.rolandoart.work/mixed-mediathe-
illumination-of-buddha/ $1,000.00 
 



 
 
Leary, Timothy. LSD, BABY THE INSIDE STORY. GOD’S SECRET AGENT .0025 BY TIM LEARY THE MAN WHO 
KNOWS. Cover article in the Berkeley Barb March 22 1968, 38 pages newsprint, entire issued archivally framed unmatted in glass, 
newsprint lightly yellowing. This is the only item here not from Ralph’s library but I had to include it cause Ralph loved it so. In 1984 
when I sold my second bookshop, the Bibliomancy Book Gallery (in 1983 I renamed it the Haight Fillmore Book Gallery) I hit the 
skids and was broke yet still thirsting for total book-immersion so I moved into the back of John Quinn and David Park’s bookshop, 
Valencia Books, which had the largest used book floor space in SF that will ever be seen again, including multiple upstairs rooms and 
balconies overlooking the entire space, there on the wall was what I thought the coolest thing ever, a framed copy of this Barb issue. 
John Quinn was a veteran of that special 60’s time and witnessed the Digger’s famous funeral in 1966, he knew the score. Months 
later in the detritus of John’s back rooms I found another copy and had it framed. $100.00 
 
 
 



Lewin, Louis. PHANTASTICA. A Classic Survey on the Use and Abuse of Mind-Altering Plants. Rochester: Park Street Press 1998, 
glued paperback, XVI+288pp, mint copy. A reprint with new introduction by Bo Holmstedt. $11.00 
 
Ludlow) Dulchinos, Donald P. PIONEER OF INNER SPACE. The Life of Fitz Hugh Ludlow, Hasheesh Eater. Brooklyn: 
Autonomedia 1998, glued paperback, 318pp, spine faded, vg-f. Footnotes and bibliography. $15.00  
 
 

 
 
MAPS. Multidisciplinary Association for Psychedelic Studies. Stapled magazine-format journal, 44 issues, an incomplete run from 
1993 – 2017, fine condition. MAPS website lists only six back issues available. $900.00, I also have a few duplicate issues please 
inquire.  
 
 



METANOIA. Towards an Integration of the Humanities, the Arts, Business, and 
the Sciences. 1994, Edited by Jan Boelens. Introductory Issue. Quarto, magazine 
format, sewn signatures, 87pp, color & b&w, fine condition. Articles include: 
From Microbes to Mozart: in Search of the Sublime. New Psychiatry and 
Community Care. Science and the New Causality. In Her Own Image: Refiguring 
the Divine David Bohm on dialogue. Bringing the Media to Book. Wealth 
Without money. With a TLS from Metzner, no copies online. $40.00  
 
PAN. Zeitschrift Für Kunst Und Kultur. 2/92, quarto glossy magazine, 94pp, 
color throughout, vf. Erotische Bekenntnisse: Käthe Kollwitz Und Egon Schiele. 
Bilanz Eines Verbrechens: Kunstdiebstahl Nimmt Zu. Die Andere Moderne: 
USA 1930-70 Turin. Mantegna: Der Kühne Zugriff Auf Die Perspektive. London 
Feiert Jetzt Den Grossen Renaissancemaler. $28.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Passie, Torsten, editor. Preface by Hanscarl Leuner. 
PSYCHOLYTIC AND PSYCHEDELIC THERAPY 
RESEARCH 1931-1995: A Complete International 
Bibliography. Hannover: Laurentius Publishers, 8vo, glued 
folding wraps, 102pp, 687 titles very carefully described, fine 
copy. Scarce and never reprinted. $200.00 
 
Potter, Beverly and Dan Joy. THE HEALING MAGIC OF 
CANNABIS. Berkeley: Ronin 1998 glued paperback, 182pp, vf 
condition. $11.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
RAWVISION 56. The World's Leading Journal of 
Outsider Art, Art Brut and Contemporary Folk Art. RV 
#56 Autumn/Fall 2006, quarto, glossy magazine,73pp, 
profusely illustrated in color, mint copy. The leading 
article is Maura Holden Psychedelic Visionary. Other 
articles titled: Clarence Schmidt The Lost Environment 
of the House of Mirrors. RA Miller Folk Art Classic. 
Silvio Barile Giant Sculptures. Hans Krusi Swiss 
Outsider. Stylie Art of Intuitive Rasta. Great ads 
throughout. $12.00 
 
Richards, William A. – SACRED KNOWLEDGE. 
Psychedelics and Religious Experiences. NY Columbia 
2016, boards & dj, 244pp including a two part 
bibliography, vf. A major work on the subject, written 
by a psychologist with decades of personal clinical 
experience. $16.00 
 



 
 

Schultes, Richard Evans, illustrated by Elmer W. Smith. HALLUCINIOGENIC 
PLANTS. NY & Racine: Golden Press 1976 first paper edition (preceded by a very 
scarce cloth edition), 12mo, glued paperback, 160pp, color illustrations on almost every 
page, bits of binding wear but vg-f. Sold with: Santiago Castro Estrada, translator. 
PLANTAS HALUCINOGENAS. Delecascion: La Prensa Medica Mexicana 1982, 8vo, 
glued paperback, 161pp, color illustrations, fine. Textually complete translation of 
Hallucinogenic Plants with all illustrations reproduced, lacking one page of ads. Sold with: 
rare color poster to accompany the Golden Press edition, 26” x 27.5” with removable 
horizontal print-holder, vg-f. I’ve never seen a copy of the poster in commerce and can 
find only two representations online, one is a WorthPoint reproduction for $200 the 
other an unmentioned random illustration in an issue of Sacred Matters magazine. No 
intuitional holdings of the poster except the Biblioteca Nacional de México. $400.00  
 



 
 
SEN SE. Poster, no place no date no publisher, c.1966, 16” x 16” printed by silkscreen in two colors, black and green. four tack 
holes, minor (ink?) staining to the far left edge, From the archives of Ralph Metzner. According to Ralph this was his oldest poster, 
he vaguely remembered acquiring it around the time he received his PhD from Harvard but that was in 1962 so it probably was 
acquired later though it clearly dates from the 1960’s. Ralph, who was a fan of eastern mysticism made a joke while we were talking 
about this, he pronounced “sen se” as “”sensei”. Michael Horowitz was unfamiliar with this poster. $60.00 
 



 
 
SHAMAN'S DRUM, No.1's - 82, complete file, no further issues published, fine condition, all original editions (later some were 
reprinted by another company), Ralph's set with his 8pp printed title list but no other ownership markings of his I can see. Rare, 
there isn't even a single run of two issues or more on the net, nor have I ever seen sets of any kind in the trade, nor can I find a single 
reliable OCLC holding. Basically a ‘who’s who’ of the whole western Shamanistic movement, warts and all. $2200.00 
 
Stamets, Paul . MYCOMEDICINALS. An Informational Treatise on Mushrooms. Assisted by C. Dusty Wu Yao. Olympia: 
MycoMedia 2002 3rd ed, sewn paperback on glossy paper, 96pp, color and b&w illustrations, 19 pages of bibliography, slightly worn. 
Still in print (2018) for $30.00. By one of our premier mycologists, with a copy of his glossy merchandise catalog. $38.00 
 
 
 



TRANS: WIZJE. Pismo Psycho Aktywne. NR 1/2011 [issue No.1] 2011, quarto glossy 
magazine, 160pp, b&w & color throughout, vf. The cover titles just hint at the full 
contents here: Afrykanskie Kulty Psychodeliczne. Haszysz I Jasnowidzenie. Magiczne 
Grzyby. Taniec Butoah. Trans W Muzyce. Peter Christopherson. Transhumanism. 
Transformacje. Gnoza. Ekstaza. Arnold Mindell. Stansilav Grof. James Hillman. Siergiej 
Paradzanow. Derek Jarman. Suka Off. Paul Laffoley. Kenneth Anger. It would appear 
this magazine never had a US distributor, hence rather scarce here. $38.00 
 
Wasson, R. Gordon, Albert Hoffman and Carl A.P. Ruck. THE ROAD TO ELEUSIS. 
Unveiling the Secret of the Mystery. NY: Harcourt Brace 1978, glued paperback, 126pp, 
illustrated with color plates, fine copy. Long op and sought-after, the late William Dailey 
published a nice cloth edition in 2008. $40.00 
 

 
 
Weidmann, Fred. ANNUNCIATA RECONSIDERATA (the annunciation reconsidered), lithographed poster, 24” x 14” in full 
color and printed on thickish stock, 1/40 signed copies, mint. Easily the most confounding thing I ever bought from Ralph! With an 
autographed note (in German) from the author. The image vividly depicts a woman and reptile engaged in tantric sex. The 
background evokes an Italian renaissance landscape, as does the woman's headpiece. The lizard is bursting with all the colors of the 
rainbow, a provocative and sensual image! The artist’s autographed note to Ralph is in German but while I was perusing Ralph’s 



shelves he volunteered to translate it for me, “Leonardo wanted to conceive the world as a scientific explorer. He was given the 
assignment to do a painting of the Annunciation, a scene or story that no scientific mind could accept. In our times today, Da Vinci 
would be an adherent of the evolutionary theory. My painting is for a contemporary enlightened worldview. Perhaps one could repair 
the injustice done to Leonardo, in that we imagine Maria receiving the message of the annunciation not from an angel, but from a 
saurian (lizard), the messenger of the belief in evolution.”  At this time (c.2015) Ralph was interested in Afro-Brazilian esoterica, ever 
the pioneer (!) and then he subscribed to Orixas and included here are 11 issues of Orixas c.1999-2012, a stapled magazine plus one 
poster of theirs. This magazine was a guide for these new studies of his. $400.00 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

White, Timothy. NUESTRA SENORA DE AGUA SANTA. 2004, poster 20” x 16”, image size 13” x 10.5”, fine condition. From 
the archives of Ralph Metzner. One of 100 prints on cardstock, signed Timothy White, No.95/100 featuring two toadstools, 
morning-glory flowers, and characters experiencing vomitus. Nothing is known about the artist. $50.00 


